NEWSLETTER
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year and welcome back to a new school term at St. Augustine’s Catholic Primary School.
We hope that you and your families had a wonderful and restful Christmas break, filled with joy and
special moments together.

It has been lovely to welcome the children back into school this week. They have returned with
enthusiasm and a real readiness to learn, and we are very much looking forward to all that the new
term will bring.

As the winter weather continues, we would like to remind parents and carers about the importance
of the correct winter school uniform, including wearing a coat, sensible shoes and a school tie each
day. Wearing uniform correctly helps to foster a sense of pride and belonging within our school
community, and we thank you for your continued support with this.

We would also like to take this opportunity to highlight the importance of good attendance. Being in
school every day is vital in helping children make consistent progress in their learning, build
confidence, and maintain strong friendships. Thank you for your ongoing commitment to ensuring
your child attends regularly and punctually.

You may have noticed that the new school entrance is now open while we complete the final
finishing touches. We hope that this new entrance will make access to the school reception easier
and more welcoming for parents and families. Thank you for your patience and understanding
during this period of improvement.

We would like to extend a special thank you to parents and carers for bringing children to school
during the snowy conditions earlier this week. Your support and determination ensured that learning
could continue, and it was greatly appreciated.

It was also a joy to celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany with our parish community. Sharing this
special occasion together reminded us of the importance of faith, reflection, and community at the
heart of our school.

Finally, we would like to wish all our families a safe, restful, and happy weekend. Thank you, as

always, for your continued support of St. Augustine’s Catholic Primary School.

Kind regards,
Miss V. McDonald

Headteacher

CONTACTINFO

Office Email: sta-parents@hccmac.co.uk

Phone: 02476 596 988

Website: sta.hccmac.co.uk

Welfare: If you need to talk to anyone about help or support please do not hesitate to contact the school.
Email: sta_welfare@hccmac.co.uk

Phone: 02475 186 520
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ATTENDANCE

Class Attendance
Reception - 91% @

YIR - 94%
Y2MW - 94%

Y3P - 89%
Y4K - 92%

Y5S- 94% o L

school each year.
Y6C - 91%

_ o Equates to 30 days off
Y6D - 87% school each year.

i Very Concerned

&

Well done

For being this weeks class attendance winner!

Penalty Notice Fines for School Unauthorised Absence and Lateness

You may be aware that the law has changed regarding attendance at school. We are required to follow the
guidance sent to all schools from the government. In order to ensure you are up to date with the changes, we have
included a brief overview of updated penalty notice fines. We are happy to answer any questions you may have.

1. FIRST OCCURANCE The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time Leave or irregular attendance or lateness
(after register closes) the amount will be: £160 per parent, per child, if paid within 28 days Reduced to £80 per parent,
per child, if paid within 21 days.

2. SECOND OCCURANCE (WITHIN 3 YEARS) The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for a Term Time Leave or
irregular attendance or lateness (after register closes) the amount will be: £160 per parent, per child, if paid within 28
days No reduce rate will be offered.

3. THIRD OCCURANCE AND ANY FURTHER OFFENCE The third time an offence is committed for Term Time Leave or
irregular attendance or lateness (after the register closes) a Penalty will not be issued and the case will be
presented straight to the Magistrates’ court which can be up to: £2500 per parent, per child. Cases found guilty in
Magistrates’ court can show on a DBS certificate for a parent due to the failure in safeguarding a child’s education.

10 SESSIONS (5 DAYS) OF UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE IN A 10 WEEK PERIOD A penalty notice fine will be considered when
there has been 10 sessions of unauthorised absence (including lateness after register closed) in a rolling 10 week
period. This can span different terms and academic years.

We ask for medical evidence of children being poorly (doctor’'s appointment proof or antibiotics) so we can attach it

to your child’s attendance to support no fines occurring.
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After School Clubs

After School Clubs begin next week on Monday 12" January.

Unfortunately, due to insufficient numbers we are unable to proceed

with Mindful Movement on a Monday.

All other clubs will begin on Monday 12* January.

Please note there is no choir on Tuesday 13" January.

Please keep a note of the dates for this half term.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thusrsday

¥36 Choir

Mo Clubs

Mo Clubs

Foatball fisture vs All Souls (home)
Ma Chair

Y12 Coding
¥3.6 Dance

Y3 Malsi Shills
¥1-2 Fostball
Y56 Hah 5 Netball [free)

¥ 3L Focthall
Year Rec & Year | Little Laces

¥5-6 Squad Football
¥ 35 Choir

¥1-2 Coding
¥3-6 Dance

¥ 3de Multi Shills
¥1-2 Foctball

H.g'\ 5 j‘n.x‘um va K laway)

¥ 31 Foothall
Year Rec & Year | Little Laces
Y56 Hah 5 Netball

Y56 Squad Fectball
¥ 3-6 Cheir

Y12 Coding
¥3.6 Dance

¥l Multi Shills
¥1-2 Foothall
¥5-6 High 5 Metball

¥ 34 Focthall
Year Rec & Year | Little Laces

Feotball fixtwre va Christ the King theme)
¥ 36 Choir

Y12 Coding
¥3-6 Dance

¥ 3de Multi Shills
¥1-2 Football
Y56 High 5 Methall

¥ 34 Foctball
Year Rec & Year | Little Laces

V5.6 Squad Fortall
¥ 36 Choir

¥1-2 Coding
¥3-6 Dance

Y3k Muln Skills
¥|-2 Fosthall
H,QH 5 ju‘m—e Vi H-clu Famdg [home!

¥3l Feothall
Year Rec & Year | Little Laces
Y55 High 5 Metball

Breakfast Club and Wraparound Care

We are pleased to inform you that we currently
have spaces available in our Breakfast Club and

Wraparound Care.
Breakfast Club
7:45am — 8:30am - £3.50 per session
Wraparound Care
Session 1: 3:10pm — 4:15pm — £5.50
Session 2: 3:10pm — 5:45pm — £11.00
If you are interested in signing your child up or
would like further information, please contact the
school office.
Tel: 02476 596 988
Email: sta-parent@hccmac.co.uk

AnFTERSCHOOL™ |
N: CARE* s |

A Safe & Fun Place After School

For Primary School Students
Hamework + Games « Crafts - Quict Play




Thank you for your support during
our 'Switch Off Event’' in November.
The results are in and across the
MAC we collectively saved 79
tonnes of carbon.

Well done to everybody!

The winner of our art competition
to design an Energy Saving
Superhero will be announced in
assembly next week.

Over the next week our Eco-Team
will be taking part in the RSPB Big
Schools’ Birdwatch.

The RSPB Big Schools’ Birdwatch is
an annual, UK-wide citizen science
project where pupils spend an
hour counting birds in their school
grounds and submit results to the
RSPB to compare with national
data and learn about local wildlife.

You can all get involved between
January 23-25" January by
taking part in the annual RSPB Big
Garden Birdwatch.

Find out more and to register

Big_Garden Birdwatch
DAY 21° November

SWITCH-OFF
FORTNICHT

WHAT DID WE DO?
For two weeks. our school communities worked together
tol

+ Switch off lights when rooms weren't in use

s Turn off screens and equipment

+ Reduce wasted energy

TOTAL CARBON SAVED
79 TONMES OF CO

WHAT DOES 79 TONNES OF CO; MEAN?
Saving 79 tonnes of carbon is the some as:
= Taking around 17 cars off the road for a whole year
- i Avoiding over 180 short-haul flights
Planting more than 3.500 trees
# Powering around 25 homes for a year
Turning off aver 9.000 TVs for a whole year

WELL DONE!
Switch it off - every day counts



https://www.google.com/search?q=RSPB&sca_esv=eebed2998b575f61&source=hp&ei=YtxgaeKjLsarhbIPvav1qA0&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaWDqcig0mR_DH6hfZbxG9_bGqcfrMFzi&ved=2ahUKEwiwl4bfo_6RAxWhZ0EAHSsnBzcQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=wahtv+isn+the+RSPB+big+schools+birdwatch&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Iih3YWh0diBpc24gdGhlIFJTUEIgYmlnIHNjaG9vbHMgYmlyZHdhdGNoMgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIoFGIYDMggQABiJBRiiBDIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGIkFGKIEMggQABiABBiiBEjLeFClBVjgdXABeACQAQCYAcIFoAH7P6oBDjEuMzMuMS4xLjEuMS4yuAEDyAEA-&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfDpJe6ZBSsXlo1f1uswZx3yNYnMHWtiVPP75BbEB3HwHEI3_n9sAEdQJ6FGivv_DIkEQtJ8nHbH1V4U-x2nByHae6BdF0mksQYT2JR-ISmu8s_qjAARU98S273e2PExbXWklIkmQJYnvtVf2Rd83WzkswkzMP0UUV1tyZRGgF3yy4s&csui=3
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?mac=bwmith1116&utm_source=google&utm_medium=pmax&utm_campaign=bgbw-2026&utm_content=misc&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23345321685&gclid=CjwKCAiA64LLBhBhEiwA-Pxgu-7N6dYRJelGftBeosu7BGo4TEADk4FNRrc1wDYcbTlU6L4yJw4BShoCQOsQAvD_BwE

Online Safety

Smart devices promise to make our lives easier. In many cases - they do, however these new technologies present

risks too. Whether you're using a digital assistant to record your shopping list or you're controlling your lights
through a smart system, many smart functions can be ‘hacked’ and controlled by someone outside your home. This
guide will help you identify some of the ways you can stay alert and protect yourself.

‘ KNOW THE 2 WHAT IS THE INTERNET OF THINGS?
RISKS
Thee success of any -

smart device relies on
it communicating with
other devices uiing
the Internel. It's an

Attackers could use the
Irstaa it Cosmris tion

to steal your data for KEEP YOUR SOFTWARE
identity fraud or to

et UP TO DATE

pur hanes through Manufac turers conitantly update snd
yousr dewicer. Thare is Emprove woftware uted in umart devices,
wven polential for more Some will sutomatically sbert you to an update, but
sinister s ploation, not all do. To be on the vale vide, it'y a good ideato set
st b s child grosming reminders in your calendar. Chack the manulscturer's
o1 cybat-bullying. webaite for any updates snd run them il necesiary.

12 Top Tips To (& Smarf Abouf The

DEVIEES

[n Your Home

CHECK ENCRYPTION
SETTINGS ot

RENAME THE ‘GATEWAY' 5

USE A SEPARATE NETWORK FOR GUESTS

M your router has a feature that allows you to set up & separate network for guests, you
should e it That way, when guests uie your Wi-FL they won't have acceds to your devices.

DEACTIVATE ANY
UNNECESSARY
FEATURES

Though it's & fun idea, you probably
den’l need ta contrel your kettle from
outside the houre. In lact, there are
often many unnecesiary featurey
included on wmart devices. Whare
possible, you should look to dissble
these. Doing o reduces the ability for
people to hack your devices. When
someone sees you've s lively Laken
aleps b0 bncreate security, they e lea
inclined to try te compromive them.

BUILD A WALL

You could alio purchase a dedicated ‘T ewall’ device. This i something that plugs
into your network and stops Cybeer the eats reaching youwr router. Some routens do
have a firewall dlement included, but they are no replacement lor the real thing. A
irew all dirvide thorcughly analyis information ceming in and oul of your network
and halps stop malkious attaiks. A security dévice B strongly recommendad to
anyons who works trom home or deals with sensitive information.

SECURE YOUR SMARTPHONE

1 you do uie appi on your umastphaone to control
devices in your home, make vure your wmar tphone
s secure. Al the very least makes vure the pin
Furst thoon i enabled, ot woll i any bdometric
authentication you have. Whets poisible, it's also
a good idea to download some anti-virus soltware
for your umad tphons too,

Mee[ our e_\(Per[

Emma was a secondary school Computer
Science teacher for more than decade.
Since leaving education, she has been
working in a cyber security firm delivering
l:'rbrr awareness iraining to businesses
and carrying out network testing. She is

a mother of a five-year-old and has vast
experience of contrelling and managing
how children access online services and
U SPP.

REGULARLY AUDIT YOUR
DEVICES AND CONSOLES

TO YOUR HOME v



